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The trees most commonly met with in gardens, are the same as those
in other parts of India, such as the mango, tamarind, banian, mar-
gosa and cocoanut, the two former being planted in red soil. The
only shrubs seen, and which overrun the uncultivated black soil, are
the cassia auriculata, and the glanous leaved physic-nut, jatropha,
glauca, or as it has been called croten lolautuni. The former resembles
the broom in appearance, having a bright yellow flower ; its seeds are
considered refrigerant ; the latter has a very unsightly appearance ;
and from its seed an oil is extracted which is used in chronic rheumatism
and paralytic affections. These with a few acacias, are the only plants
to be seen on the vast plains of cotton ground.
The torhtis euphorbia is commonly found amongst rocks, and in red
soil, with many other shrubs, such as the milk hedge, prickly-pear,
aloes, asclepias gigantea, and datura fatuosa.
The state of agriculture in this country is very defective, especially
in the manner of ploughing and manuring ; but the after process of
clearing the fields of weeds and loosening th&. earth about the roots
of the plants appears to be well managed by means of small hoes
drawn by bullocks, an operation easily effected, from grain of every
description being sown in drills.
On first breaking up the black Ue'gur ground, and once in about
every 10 or 12 years, the soil is turned up with a largo plough drawn*
by 12 bullocks, and traversed several times in different directions, un-
til weeds and junglo plants and the mitt grass are entirely extirpated;
a large tree is then drawn over it to break the clods of earth, thrown
up by the plough; and an iron instrument called chinna coondooka,
or the Native harrow, three feet square, is afterwards passed over it,
still further to level and smooth the surface. To clear the land of the .
nutt grass is a very expensive process and requires digging as well as
ploughing. The grain is sown in three rows at once, by the drill ma-
chine, worked by two bullocks; but large seeds, as the cotton, and
castor oil, they sow in single rows, by a drill box held in the hand.
The harrow is again drawn over the surface, to cover in the seed. In.
succeeding years the small plough worked by two bullocks and the
harrow only are used.
Cotton is grown in drills along with cholum or with millet; with the
former tlio drills are about six feet apart, and have from four to six
rows of cholum, between each one of cotton ; with the latter, the drills
of cotton arc only three Jfeot apart, <m4 have two rows of millet be*